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HOMEWORK 
 

The Gorham School District defines homework as work or studying completed outside of 
the classroom. The District identifies the purposes of homework as the following: 
 

 To serve as one tool for teachers, students, and parents to monitor student progress and 
indicate the need for further support in either content understanding or skill. 

 To enhance overall student achievement by setting the stage for content understanding or 
serving as practice of a previously taught skill. 

 To reinforce important lifelong work habits which are actively taught and supported in 
school, including, but not limited to preparation for work, time management, 
independence, personal responsibility, organization, and study skills. 

 For the overall advancement of literacy and numeracy.  
 

It is the position of the Gorham School District that first and foremost teachers, students 
and parents share the responsibility to maximize instructional time during the school year. The 
Gorham School District affirms the importance of homework as supporting and extending the 
regular curriculum. We acknowledge research that underscores homework as a potentially 
important instructional tool that raises overall achievement in school only when well designed, 
reasonable in amount, and supported in school and at home. Given this, the following guidelines 
provide a framework for the designing and assigning of homework in the Gorham Schools. 
 
Homework Guidelines 
 

The Gorham School District values home-school relationships and recognizes that the 
partnership is a necessary element in the educating of our students. It is acknowledged that 
homework extends beyond the school day and brings the work of the schools into the home.  It 
affects family life, extra-curricular activities, and parent-child interactions. In order for the 
Gorham School District to endorse this extension of schooling it is imperative, therefore, that 
homework be well-designed, meaningful and beneficial to overall student achievement in school.  
It is agreed that the following must be acknowledged and considered in the design of any 
homework assignment: 
 

 It is important that the design and length of homework is sensitive to a healthy balance of 
academics, home life, and extra-curricular activities. 

 Homework should be designed to enrich learning, aid in the mastery of skills, offer 
opportunity for creative expression, and/or stimulate further learning. 

 It is understood that as students grow and mature, the nature of their homework will 
evolve in length and complexity. 

 Homework will not be used as a punishment nor is it intended to be busy work. All 
homework must be appropriate, purposeful, and provide added value to learning.  

 In order to acknowledge the differences in learning needs, abilities, and degrees of 
support in the home, the differentiation of homework is necessary to ensure that the 
assigned homework is within reach of each student and can be completed independently. 



The exception to “independently” might be assignments that are intentionally designed to 
be group work or a family activity. 

 Teachers have the responsibility to provide adequate and clear expectations, directions, 
and availability of materials for all homework assignments. 

 It is expected that teachers provide students timely feedback on homework assignments. 
 In an assessment system based on progress toward standards, the passing or failing of 

coursework should not depend upon the completion of homework. 
 Parents are expected to consider homework as an important extension of their child’s 

learning experience.  Parents and school staff are expected to work collaboratively to 
ensure successful completion of homework, being respectful of each other’s input. In the 
spirit of a genuine two-way partnership, this communication is critical to keeping the best 
interest of the student as a top priority. 

 Any summer homework assigned to students must reflect the Gorham School Department 
Homework Policy. 
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